Even though pre-puberal children show sexual feelings or behaviors, research on the sexual and relationship development of pre-puberal children is scarce. This is at least partly due to limitations in the methodologies that are used and ethical concerns when studying this topic in this age-group. With this project, we will identify, select, adapt and pilot age-appropriate methods to study sexual and relational development in younger children. These methods can be used by researchers broadly interested in studying the sexual development of younger children. As studying the sexual development of children is quite complex (methodically and ethically), the current project focuses on gaining the necessary pieces of information to design such studies: which methods and instruments are appropriate for different age-groups? Which ethical aspects do we need to consider? We will conduct a literature exploration and consult with interdisciplinary experts, teachers and parents to answer these questions.
